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The Moodie Story


by Elsie Seatter


 


The first recorded evidence of the Mudie family in Hoy and South Walls occurred in 1497 when Magister Willielmus Mudie, parson of Hoy and South Walls was noted as “possessing land in Hoy and Graemsay”.


William Mudie, first Laird of Melsetter 


(died 1596).


William Mudie “of Breckness and of Snelsetter Castle and Melsetter” was apparently a man of consequence and Chamberlain in Orkney for Mary Queen of Scots.


He and his ancestors were declared to be “ancient and udal possessors of Snelsetter since time immemorial”. The family residence at the manor house of Snelsetter  was named the “House of Walls”.


Adam Moodie, second Laird of Melsetter


From 1596 to 1600


The mansion house of Melsetter was built by Adam Moodie before the family were forcibly evicted from Snelsetter by Earl Patrick Stewart in 1598. The Earl was then considering rebellion and proceeded to fortify the house. This was doubtless the ‘place of strength’ said to have been erected in Walls by Earl Robert. Adam was rector of Hoy and Walls for some time and married Christian Stewart , daughter of Robert, First Earl of Orkney. He died in 1600 and was succeeded by his son, Francis.


Francis Moodie, third Laird of Melsetter


From 1600 to 1643


Francis maintained the feud with Earl Patrick Stewart for a decade after his father’s death and finally saw Patrick beheaded for high treason in 1615. Despite taking the feud to the extremes of lawlessness , Francis always managed to be acquitted of any charges brought against him. He was nicknamed “Wanton Francis” on account of the large number of children he fathered – both in and out of wedlock.


After Earl Patrick’s execution Francis regained Snelsetter , but, under a master who spent so much of his time feuding, the Moodie estates suffered somewhat. By 1628, through debt and persistent  borrowing  he was forced to sell off the mainland property of Breckness.
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James Moodie, fourth Laird of Melsetter 


1643 to 1681


James was Francis’ “eldest lawful son”. As a young man of 21 he is said to have “created an ryot” in the streets of Kirkwall having “rushed from the barr” and cleared his way from the court with a drawn sword. He appears to have settled down after his inheritance however, and devoted two decades to the rehabilitation of the Moodie estates, also acquiring a large amount of land in Walls. This process was carried on by two of his seven sons, William and James. He was a member of the Committee of Landowners appointed under Cromwell’s rule to keep order in Orkney. He died at Snelsetter in 1681.


William Moodie, fifth Laird of Melsetter


From 1681 to 1708


Before inheriting the estate, William secretly married Barbara Stewart of Burray. Both families were opposed to the union and petitioned the Bishop of Orkney to stop the  marriage proclamation. The Bishop, however, took the young couple’s part  and the marriage was duly  confirmed. William and Barbara lived at Snelsetter  where their initials were carved in a stone which can now be seen in the wall of an outbuilding at Melsetter. William was unable to pay the outstanding debts of the estate and by 1697 was bankrupt.  He mortgaged the properties to his brother, Captain James Moodie, a career naval officer.
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The initials of William Moodie and his wife Barbara Stewart


Captain James Moodie, sixth Laird of Melsetter 


From 1708 to 1720


James, William’s eldest son, was a captain in military service and returned to Melsetter in 1697 to find it mortgaged to his uncle and namesake Captain James Moodie RN. With the aid of his uncle’s wealth, Captain Moodie increased the estate, built a mill, other farm buildings and a house at Melsetter. He enclosed parks for sheep, encouraged smuggling, ran a profitable ferry service from Walls to Caithness and supplied some of the first Orcadian recruits for the Hudson Bay Company.


He was a Jacobite, but by posing as a loyal supporter of the Hanerovian crown, James served member of Parliament for Orkney and Shetland from 1715 to 1722and was Deputy lieutenant  for the County. Eventually losing his parliamentary seat and the favour of the Hanerovian Court, he fled into exile and became a colonel in the Spanish army. He never returned to Orkney.


Captain James Moodie RN, seventh Laird of Melsetter


From 1720 to 1725


In 1696 Captain Moodie, by carrying an illegal cargo of luxury goods from Turkey on board his naval vessel, acquired sufficient wealth to save the family land from creditors. He retired from a distinguished career in the navy to take over the estate from his nephew but became involved in a local feud that was to cost him his life and ruin the family. A staunch Hanerovian, his occupancy of the estate was marred by a dispute with the Jacobean family of Sir James Stewart of Burray. In October 1725 Alexander Stewart, younger brother of Sir James, was flogged by the Moodies of Melsetter for hunting wildfowl on disputed territory. Sir James was enraged by this and on October 25th of that year, whilst Captain Moodie was heading for a meeting of JPs in St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall, the Captain was shot and mortally wounded by one of Stewart’s servants. At the time of his death his only surviving son was an infant of two years old. Benjamin’s mother, the Captain’s second wife Christian Crawford, took over the running of the estate.
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Captain James Moodie RN


Christiana Crawford, Factorix of Melsetter


From 1725 to 1744


Captain Moodie’s widow managed the estate during her son’s minority in a forthright and strong-willed manner. When a minister of Walls questioned her morals, she denounced him in his pulpit and threatened him “with four charged pistols”. In 1736, when Sir James Stewart of Burray sent a party to Walls to take possession of some property …”they were met by the Lady Melsetter… and a good many armed men with guns, swords, pistols and batons, who deforced them”. Her son, Benjamin, took over the estate in 1744.


Captain Benjamin Moodie, eighth Laird of Melsetter


From 1744 to 1769


Debts on the Melsetter Estate forced Benjamin into the army “with a view to repairing my little fortune”. During his absence the Jacobite rebels sacked Melsetter House …”in a most outrageous and barbarous manner, sparing nothing but plundering everything that was portable and destroying almost everything else.” Captain Moodie took his revenge. He was given command of a force of marines to quell the Orkney Jacobites, arrested Sir James Stewart of Burray -  his father’s murderer, and sent him to the Tower of London for trial. He then proceeded to arrest the other Jacobite lairds and razed their houses. To those who pleaded with him Captain Moodie is said to have replied “whose side began the spulyie (spoiling) of houses?” A number of lairds managed to escape and went into hiding in caves on Westray named the “Gentlemen’s Ha”. Although they avoided the wrath of Captain Moodie, the Orkney weather and the desperately bleak conditions in the caves had long term effects on their health. He eventually took a wife, Henrietta Sinclair of Olrig in Caithness, who had thirteen children in as many years.
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Captain Benjamin Moodie


Major James Moodie, ninth Laird of Melsetter


From 1769 to 1815


Benjamin’s eldest son inherited the semi-bankrupt estate in 1769. To reduce the debts and launch his six brothers into military careers, he served in the Orkney and Shetland and Rothesay and Caithness Fencibles. Unfortunately, landed property in Orkney had been depreciating since the turn of the century and the debts continued to accumulate. Despite his efforts, and the boom in kelp making from which other Orkney lairds prospered, he was unable to redress the balance. In 1820, greatly saddened by the demise of the estate, he died aged 77.
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Major James Moodie


Captain Benjamin Moodie, tenth Laird of Melsetter


From 1815 to 1818


Major Moodie made the estate over to his eldest son Benjamin in 1815. After taking part in Napoleon’s defeat Benjamin returned to the bankrupt Melsetter estate and in 1818, as he could see no alternative to the sale of the property, it was sold to Major Moodie’s son in law, Robert Heddle of Cletts, South Ronaldsay.  Benjamin left Orkney for the Cape of Good Hope in 1817, where he played a major role in the agricultural affairs of the Cape Province and organised an emigration scheme for Scottish labourers and craftsmen.
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Captain Benjamin Moodie


In 1893, his son Thomas led the ‘Moodie Trek’ from what was then the Orange Free State to the eastern border of Zimbabwe and founded a settlement there which he named Melsetter.
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‘Big Tom’, Thomas Moodie
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The initials of William Moodie and his wife Barbara Stewart
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Captain James Moodie RN
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Captain Benjamin Moodie
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Major James Moodie


Captain Benjamin Moodie, tenth Laird of Melsetter
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Captain Benjamin Moodie


In 1893, his son Thomas led the ‘Moodie Trek’ from what was then the Orange Free State to the eastern border of Zimbabwe and founded a settlement there which he named Melsetter.
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‘Big Tom’, Thomas Moodie
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1. Introduction

These are the general terms of the relationship between you (website visitor) and us (website owner). The terms cover all use of this website. You agree to the terms by visiting and using this website.

2. Definitions and interpretation

2.1 Definitions. In the agreement:

terms means the terms, consisting of:


    these terms of use; and
    any other relevant specific terms, policies, disclaimers, rules and notices agreed between the parties, (including any that may be applicable to a specific section or module of the website);

we, us, or our means The Moodies, the owner of the website. It includes our officers, agents, employees, owners, co-branders and associates where the terms limit or exclude our liability; 
you or your means any visitor to this website, including any other person, website, business or agent (including any virtual or robotic agent) associated with the visitor.

2.2 Conflict. If the meaning of any general term conflicts with any other relevant specific term, the specific term will apply. Specific terms apply to a specific section of the website or have been specifically agreed between you and us.

3. Use of this website

3.1 Licence. We grant you a limited licence to use this website on these terms. We may cancel your licence at any time for any reason. Your licence is automatically cancelled if you do not get our written permission before using this website in a way these terms do not allow.

3.2 Breach. If you breach any of the terms or infringe any other person's rights (including copyright), we may cancel your licence, block you from using the website, claim specific performance or damages against you and take any other steps the law allows, without affecting our rights.

3.3 Framing. You may not frame this website or any of its pages.

3.4 Linking. You may only link to the home page of this website. You may not deep link (link to any other page) or link in any way that could suggest that we endorse or support you, or that you have any rights in our website or intellectual property.

3.5 Virtual agents. You may not use any technology (including spiders, crawlers, bots and similar virtual agents) to search or gain any information from this website.

4. Your capacity

4.1 Capacity and agreement. You promise that you may visit this website and agree to the terms because you are:

    are at least 18 (or regarded as legally adult), and have the legal right and capacity to do so; or
    are not 18 yet, but have permission from your parent (or legal guardian) to do so.


4.2 Accurate information. You promise that you will give only accurate information to us and this website.

5. Intellectual property

5.1 Ownership. Except as provided to the contrary in the agreement, all right, title, interest, and ownership (including all rights under all copyright, patent, and other intellectual property laws) in, to or of this website are our sole property or will vest in us or a third party licensor. All moral rights are reserved.

5.2 Trademarks. Our logo and sub-logos, marks, and trade names are our trademarks and no person may use them without permission. Any other trademark or trade name that may appear on our marketing material is the property of its respective owner.


5.3 Restrictions. Except as expressly permitted under the agreement, the website may not be:

    modified, distributed, or used to make derivative works;
    rented, leased, loaned, sold or assigned;
    decompiled, reverse engineered, or copied; or
    reproduced, transferred, or distributed.


6. Limits to our liability

6.1 You use this website at your own risk. We provide the website `as is`. We do not give any express or implied warranty or make any other promise about this website. For example, we do not warrant that it is good quality, fit for any particular purpose, accurate, complete, up-to-date, legally effective or secure. We also do not warrant that it is free of latent defect, errors, malicious software or infringing content, or that you will have quiet or uninterrupted use of it.

6.2 You indemnify us. You indemnify (or promise to protect) us against any claim, demand, loss, damage, cost, or liability (including reasonable attorneys' fees) related to your use of this website.

6.3 Faults. We will do our best to fix any fault in this website as soon as reasonably practical after we find out about it. This is the limit of our responsibility and liability for any fault in the website.

6.4 Direct damages limited. If the previous clause does not apply for any reason, our maximum liability to you for all claims for direct damages is R100. This limit applies whether a claim is based on contract, delict (tort) or any other legal cause of action.

6.5 No liability for indirect damages. We will never be responsible for any indirect or consequential damages or losses, even if we should have foreseen them. These may include any loss of profit, loss of goodwill, loss of use or damages related to lost or damaged data.

6.6 Other website. We are not responsible for anyone else's website.

7. General

7.1 Entire agreement. The terms are the entire agreement between the parties on the subject.

7.2 Changes to website. We may change or stop publishing this website without notice and will not be responsible for any consequences.

7.3 Changes to terms. We may change the terms by placing a notice on this website. If you do not agree with the change, you must stop using this website or the changed terms will apply to you.

7.4 Facts about website. If an administrator of this website signs a letter confirming any fact related to the website, that letter is conclusive proof of its contents. These may include the version of the terms that apply to any dispute, or what content or functions the website had at a particular time or date.

7.5 Waiver. We do not ever waive (give up) our rights, even if we allow you any favour or extension of time, or we delay enforcing our rights against you.

7.6 Severability. Any term that is invalid, illegal or cannot be enforced must be regarded as deleted. The remaining terms continue as intended.

7.7 Law and jurisdiction. South African law and conditions (such as time and date) govern the terms. Only the South African courts may decide any dispute about the terms.


Privacy Policy

1. Collection
We collect certain information:

    when you contact us on our website;
    from your web browser;
    from cookies we may send to your computer and from web beacons on our website to track how you use our website and to try and give you a personalised experience; and
    optional information, that you provide when you upload or download content from our website.


2. Use
We may use your information:

    to send you send administrative messages and email updates to you regarding the website;
    for marketing purposes;
    targeted content in certain, specified instances.


3. Disclosure
We might disclose your information in the specific circumstances mentioned in this policy.

4. Security
Our hosting company will host your website in a secure server environment.

5. Your choices

    You can turn off cookies in your browser; or
    You can opt-out of marketing communications with us.


6. Contact us
You can contact us with privacy related questions at info@themoodies.co.za address

7. Audience
This policy applies to all visitors to our website (`you` and `your`).

8. Purpose of this policy
We respect your privacy and take the protection of personal information very seriously. The purpose of this policy is to describe the way we collect, store, use, and protect information that can be associated with a specific natural or juristic person and can be used to identify that person (`personal information`). Personal information:

8.1 includes

    certain information collected when you contact us (see below); and
    optional information that you voluntarily provide to us (see below).


8.2 excludes

    information that has been made anonymous so that it does not identify a specific person;
    permanently de-identified information that does not relate or cannot be traced back to you specifically; and
    non-personal statistical information collected and compiled by us and information that you have provided voluntarily in an open, public environment or forum including (without limitation) any blog, chat room, community, classifieds or discussion board. Because the information has been disclosed in a public forum, it is no longer confidential and does not constitute Personal Information subject to protection under this policy.


9. Acceptance of terms
By using this website you are deemed to have read, understood, accepted, and agreed to be bound by these terms.

10. Collection

10.1 On registration. Once you contact us on our website, you will no longer be anonymous to us as you will provide us with personal information.

10.2 Collection from browser. We automatically receive and record internet usage information on server logs from your browser (`usage information`).

10.3 Cookies. When you access our website we may send one or more cookies (small text files containing a string of alphanumeric characters) to your computer to collect certain usage information. We use information gathered by cookies to improve the website. Please note that some of our business partners (e.g. advertisers) use their own cookies or widgets on our website. We have no access to or control over them. Information collected by any such cookie or widget is governed by the privacy policy of the company that created it, and not by us.

    We use Remarketing with Google Analytics to advertise online.
    Third-party vendors, including Google, show your ads on sites across the Internet.
    Lead Find and third-party vendors, including Google, use first-party cookies (such as the Google Analytics cookie) and third-party cookies (such as the DoubleClick cookie) together to inform, optimize, and serve ads based on someone's past visits to this website.
    Visitors can opt-out of Google Analytics for Display Advertising and customize Google Display Network ads using the Ads Settings.


10.4 Web beacons. Our website may contain electronic image requests (called a `single-pixel gif` or `web beacon` request) that allow us to count page views and to access cookies. Any electronic image viewed as part of a web page (including an ad banner) can act as a web beacon. Our web beacons do not collect, gather, monitor or share any of your personal information. We merely use them to compile anonymous information about our website.

10.5 Recording calls. We will monitor and record telephone calls that you make to our call centre, unless you specifically request us not to.

10.6 Optional details. You may provide information on a voluntary basis (`optional information`). This includes content or product that you decide to upload or download from our website or otherwise use any optional features and functionality of the website.

10.7 Purpose for collection. We may use any optional information provided by you for such purposes as indicated to you at the time you agree to provide such optional information.

11. Consent to collection
We will obtain your consent to collect personal information:

    in accordance with applicable law; and
    at the time you provide us with any optional information.


12. Use
We may send administrative messages and email updates to you regarding the website. In some cases, we may also send you primarily promotional messages. You can choose to opt-out of promotional messages.

13. Disclosure

13.1 Sharing. We may share your personal information with:

    other divisions or companies within the group of companies to which we belong; and
    an affiliate, in which case we will seek to require the affiliates to honour this privacy policy.


13.2 Regulators. If you contact us regarding your experience with using any of our products, we may disclose your personal information as required by law or governmental audit.

13.3 Law enforcement. We may disclose personal information if required:

    by a subpoena or court order; or
    to comply with any law.


13.4 Marketing purposes. We may disclose aggregate statistics (information about the customer population in general terms) about the personal information to advertisers or business partners.

13.5 Employees. We may need to disclose personal information to our employees that require the personal information to do their jobs.

13.6 Change of ownership. If we undergo a change in ownership, or a merger with, acquisition by, or sale of assets to, another entity, we may assign our rights to the personal information we process to a successor, purchaser, or separate entity. We will disclose the transfer on the website. If you are concerned about your personal information migrating to a new owner, you may request us to delete your personal information.

14. Security of personal information
Our hosting company will host our website in a secure server environment that uses a firewall and other advanced security measures to prevent interference or access from outside intruders. We authorize access to personal information only for those employees who require it to fulfil their job responsibilities.

15. Retention of personal information

We will only retain your personal information for as long as it is necessary to fulfil the purposes explicitly set out in this policy, unless:

    retention of the record is required or authorised by law; or
    you have consented to the retention of the record.

During the period of retention, we will continue to abide by our non disclosure obligations and will not share or sell your personal information.

16. Limitation
We are not responsible for, give no warranties, nor make any representations in respect of the privacy policies or practices of linked or any third party websites.

17. Enquiries
If you have any questions or concerns arising from this privacy policy or the way in which we handle personal information, please contact us.

					

	 
				  


			

		
	

	

		
		    		


























    















 
		